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Paul’s Thorn 

 
2 Corinthians 11 -12 
What are we to learn in this lesson? We were all born under Adam’s curse. We all 
inherited some specific curses. Jesus bore ALL of our curses. The enemy wants to 
steal the truth of Jesus having bore all of our curses. We are in a spiritual battle. 
When we overcome or win that battle, others are saved.   
 

The Apostle Paul grasped this truth.  Paul expressed this time and time again. I 
would just like to use two Scripture passages to demonstrate how he felt. When the 
messenger of Satan afflicted him, it probably had to do with his list in 2 Corinthians 
chapter 11. That list included, being flogged with thirty-nine lashings five times, 
shipwrecked and spending the night in the sea, being robbed, facing perils by the 
heathen, perils in the city, in the wildernesses, in the sea and among false brethren, 
being hungry, cold and naked, and then having the cares of the new churches that had 
many problems and attacks. In addition, history records that these false brethren were 
legalistic Jews who always attacked Paul’s message of grace.  

2 Corinthians 12 
12:1 ¶ It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and 
revelations of the Lord: 
 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the body I do not 
know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows--such a one was caught 
up to the third heaven. 
 3 And I know such a man--whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, 
God knows-- 
 4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter. 
 5 Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities. 
 6 For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. 
But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears 
from me. 
 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a 
thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure. 
8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from 
me. 
 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
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 11 ¶ I have become a fool in boasting; you have compelled me. For I ought to 
have been commended by you; for in nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, 
though I am nothing. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 
Notice he said, “I take pleasure.”  He did not say he just endured them, but rather 

they were profitable for him.   Why?  He basically said, “ By overcoming this curse 
by the Grace and Power of God, others are set free!  That is my ministry. 

Why did he think this way? Take a peek into his mind and some of the things he 
had learned as shown in Philippians chapter 3. 
 
The Curse 
Genesis 3:17-19 (NKJV Strong's,) 
17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: 
“Cursed is the ground for your sake; 
In toil you shall eat of it 
All the days of your life.  
18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, 
And you shall eat the herb of the field.  
19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread 
Till you return to the ground, 
For out of it you were taken; 
For dust you are, 
And to dust you shall return.” 
 
Zechariah 5:1-4 (NKJV Strong's,) 
Vision of the Flying Scroll 
1 Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying scroll. 2 And he said to 
me, “What do you see?”  
So I answered, “I see a flying scroll. Its length is twenty cubits and its width ten 
cubits.” 
3 Then he said to me, “This is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole 
earth: ‘Every thief shall be expelled,’ according to this side of the scroll; and, ‘Every 
perjurer shall be expelled,’ according to that side of it.”  
4 “I will send out the curse,” says the Lord of hosts; 
“It shall enter the house of the thief 
And the house of the one who swears falsely by My name. 
It shall remain in the midst of his house 
And consume it, with its timber and stones.” 
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"Sealing a scroll was a common and important practice in Biblical times. The wills of both 
Emperor Vespasian and Caesar Augustus were secured with seven seals. 
 
"For such a document, a scribe would procure a long roll of parchment and begin writing. 
After a period of writing he would stop, roll the parchment enough to cover his words and 
seal the scroll at that point with wax. Then he would resume writing, stop again, roll the 
scroll, and add another seal. By the time he was finished, he would have sealed the scroll 
seven times. The scrolls would be read a section at a time, after each seal was opened. 
 
"Why was this process used? Evidently it was to prevent unauthorized persons from 
tampering with the scroll or reading and revealing its contents. Only a "worthy" person -- 
that is, someone with proper authority -- could have legal access to the scroll's message. 
 
"When a Jewish family was required to forfeit its land and possessions through some 
distress, the property could not be permanently taken from them. Their losses were listed 
in a scroll and sealed seven times, then the conditions necessary to purchase back the 
land and possessions were written on the outside of the scroll. When a qualified redeemer 
could be found to meet the requirements of reclamation, the one to whom the property had 
been forfeited was obligated to return the possessions to the original owner." 
 
(There's A New World Coming, Hal Lindsey) 
(Rev 6:1) "And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the 
noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see." 
 
Notice in Revelation 2-3 all five churches were called to Overcome 
Revelation 
Chapter 5 
The Lamb Takes the Scroll 
1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a 
loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” 3 And no one in 
heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 
4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to 
look at it. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its 
seven seals.” 
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 
Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 
Worthy Is the Lamb 
8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty- four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll, 
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And to open its seals; 
For You were slain, 
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; 
And we shall reign on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living 
creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
To receive power and riches and wisdom, 
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: 
“Blessing and honor and glory and power 
Be to Him who sits on the throne, 
And to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 
14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty- four elders fell 
down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 
(Revelation 5:1-14 NKJV) 
 
Our fight 
6:1 ¶ Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 
 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown 
was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 
 3 ¶ When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, 
“Come and see.” 
 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to 
take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was 
given to him a great sword. 
 
 (Revelation 12:9-12 NKJV) 
9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, 
who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 
 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death 
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12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants 
of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, 
because he knows that he has a short time 
 
(Revelation 21:7-8 NKJV) 
7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My 
son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death 


